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WITH severe weather events 
occurring more frequently, it 

makes sense, now more than ever, 
to be prepared. During a prolonged 
power outage or other emergency, this 
means having enough food, water and 
supplies to last at least a few days. 

In honor of National Preparedness 
Month in September, I want to remind 
members about the power of prepara-
tion. While you don’t have to achieve a 
severe level of preparedness, there are 
several practical steps you can take to 
keep you and your family safe.

Even at a modest level, preparation 
can help reduce stress and anxiety, 
and lessen the impact of an emer-
gency event. We recommend starting 
with the basics. 

Here are general guidelines recom-
mended by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency:

• Ensure you have everything you 
need to support lifesaving devices 
in the event of an extended outage, 
such as extra portable oxygen tanks, 
battery backups for sleep apnea or 

dialysis machines, or a generator to 
provide off-grid generation.

• Assemble a grab-and-go disaster 
kit. Include items such as nonper-
ishable food, water (one gallon per 
person, per day), diapers, batteries, 

flashlights, prescription medications, 
first-aid kit, battery-powered radio, 
phone chargers and rechargeable 
battery packs.

PREPARATIONTHE 
POWER 

OF

September is National Preparedness Month. Make preparations to keep you and your family 
safe during severe weather events. | COURTESY PHOTO

HAVE A PLAN IN PLACE FOR YOUR FAMILY IF DISASTER STRIKES

See PREPARE, page 7
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AS you know, Lincoln Elec-
tric Cooperative is the sole 

owner of Rural Propane Service 
(RPS). We formed RPS to provide 
another reliable and affordable 
energy source to our communities; 
most of whom are Lincoln Elec-
tric members. Propane is a clean 
energy source that can be used in 
many different applications, but 
its primary use in northwestern 
Montana is for heating.

From the energy side of things, 
there are some significant differences between heating 
with electricity versus propane. 

 A radiant floor heater sets a demand of about 1.5 
killowatts (kW) and has an associated usage of  1.5 
killowat-hour (kWh) for every hour the heater is on. If, 
for example, you have five of these radiant heaters in 
your home, the demand would be 7.5 kW. At $2 per kW, 
your heaters would add $15 in demand charges to your 
monthly bill in addition to the kWh charge, which could be 
substantial.

The impact of that demand is apparent for LEC on our 
wholesale power bill. In colder winter months such as 
January, LEC’s demand charge on our bill is $11.47 per 
kW, which equals more than $86 for the five heaters in 
your home. In the same comparison for water heating, the 
demand of an electric tank water heater is about 4.5 kW, 
or $9 in demand on your bill every month. Using Febru-
ary’s demand charge for LEC, that’s almost $52 on LEC’s 
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FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

kWh SALES

REVENUE

COST OF POWER

OPERATING EXPENSE

MARGINS

NUMBER OF MEMBERS

NUMBER OF METERS

MILES OF LINE

TOTAL UTILITY PLANT

MEMBER EQUITY

JUNE AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL USE (KWH)

JUNE AVERAGE 
RESIDENTIAL BILLING

YEAR TO DATE
JUNE 2022

YEAR TO DATE
JUNE 2021

69,931,859

$6,621,868

$3,271,824

$2,141,856

$389,779

5,039

6,454

997

$37,516,426

$12,429,875

822

$108.52

62,953,419

$6,231,290

$2,844,450

$1,945,525

$732,562

4,858

6,244

981

$35,367,875

$11,288,002

818

$111.46

Continued next page

The regular meeting of the board of trustees was 
conducted on July 18, 2022. A quorum of trustees was 
present and the board took the following action:

BUSINESS AND BOARDROOM BRIEFS

• Approved participate in the buy-back program with the Lincoln 
County 4-H livestock auction.

• Authorized $12,000 to be used at the Lincoln County 4-H live-
stock auction.

• Appointed Joel Graves to represent Lincoln Electric as the 
Lincoln County 4-H livestock auction.

• Approved any trustee who would like to attend the Western 
Montana group meeting in Eureka in August.

• Approved two trustees to attend the PNGC Annual Meeting in 
Portland in October.

• Approved any trustee who would like to attend the MECA 
Annual Meeting in Great Falls in October.

• Appointed a committee to work on a new Trustee Orientation 
Program.

TAKING CONTROL

Manager’s Notes
by Telly Stanger
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bill for your one water heater. Anytime LEC can reduce 
our peak demand is a savings for the cooperative and of all 
our members. When LEC evaluates our rates, it’s easy to 
see how to recuperate these charges by simply raising our 
demand charges.

However, our members can help reduce demand on the 
system by considering demand impacts when choosing 
new or replacement appliances and heating systems. By 
choosing propane or high-efficiency electric versions, you 
can save money on your electric bill while helping LEC 
control our overall power costs. As an additional benefit, 
LEC has incentive programs for energy-efficient products 
such as ductless heat pumps and some EnergyStar rated 
appliances.

The future of electricity is very uncertain right now. 
Projections show that it’s not a matter of when prices go 
up, but by how much. LEC is doing our best to forecast 
and proactively deal with these changes; however, while 
we can mitigate as much as possible, we will be unable 
to stop the increase of wholesale power costs. Pacific 

Northwest Generating Cooperative (PNGC) is also a key 
component of our future. PNGC is in the process of helping 
their members, including LEC, develop a new power supply 
contract. Some key considerations for the new contract 
are to give us flexibility as a group, improve reliability and 
try to stabilize our power costs. LEC promotes clean fuel 
sources that generate low-carbon, low-cost energy. 

The hydropower we benefit from daily is a staple for LEC 
members. Propane is a plentiful, clean fuel that has a place 
in providing safe, affordable and highly efficient energy to 
LEC members as well. 

As such, we hope you will consider using it toward the 
benefit of all LEC’s members.
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Telly

from previous page

TYPICAL kW REQUIREMENTS
HOUSEHOLD ELECTRIC APPLIANCES

APPLICANCE TYPICAL kW

Air Conditioner (36,000 BTU) 1.5
Clothes Dryer 5
Convection Oven 1.5
Dishwasher (Dry Cycle) 1.2
Dishwasher (Wash Cycle) 0.2
Jacuzzi (2-Person) 1.5
Range (Oven) 2.7
Space Heater 1.5
Water Heater (50-Gallon Tank) 4.5
Water Heater (Tankless) 28

• Develop a plan for communicating 
with family and friends (i.e., via text, 
social media, third party, etc.).

• Have some extra cash available; 
during a power outage, electronic card 
readers and cash machines may not 
work.

• Store important documents (birth 
certificates, property deed, etc.) in a 
safe place away from home (for exam-
ple, a bank safe deposit box).

• Keep neighbors and coworkers 
apprised of your emergency plans.

• Maintain vehicle fuel levels at full 
or near-full.

• Organize your supplies so they are 
together in an easily accessible loca-
tion that family members know about.

Vulnerable family members 
If you have older family members 

or those with special needs, make 
sure they have enough medication 
and supplies for a few days. If they 
don’t live with or near you, arrange 
for a neighbor to check in on them. If 
a severe weather event is expected, 
consider having your relative stay 
with you if feasible, otherwise call 
them daily. If you have an infant or 
young children, make certain that you 
have ample formula, diapers, medi-
cation and other supplies on hand 
to weather an outage lasting several 
days or more. 

Four-legged family members
For families with pets, having a plan 

in place in the event of a prolonged 
outage or an emergency will help 
reduce worry and stress, especially if 

you need to make a decision during an 
emergency. 

• Bring pets indoors at the first sign 
of a storm or other emergency. Pets 
can become disoriented and fright-
ened during severe weather and may 
wander off during an emergency.

• Microchip your pet and ensure the 
contact information is up to date.

• Store pet medical records on a 
USB drive or in an easy-to-remember 
location.

• Create an emergency kit for pets 
(include shelf-safe food, bottled water, 
medications and other supplies).

At Lincoln Electric Cooperative, 
we care about your safety. Planning 
for an emergency situation today can 
give you more confidence to deal with 
severe weather and potential outages 
in the future.   

PREPARE
Continued from page 5

It’s important when choosing new appliances 
to consider propane or high-efficiency 
versions to save money and help LEC control 
overall power demand and cost. 
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LET’S BEAT THE PEAK
Avoiding peak energy-use hours helps save money too

AS a member of Lincoln Electric 
Cooperative, you know how to 

make smart energy choices that help 
you save money. But did you know 
that when you use electricity can be 
just as important as how much you 
use?

Throughout the day, energy 
use fluctuates based on consumer 
demand. Typical households use 
larger amounts of electricity in the 
morning when most people are getting 
ready for their day and in the evenings 
when people return from work and 
school to cook dinner, wash clothes 
and watch television. 

These times when people in our 
community are using more electricity 
at the same time are called “peak” 
hours. The cost for Lincoln Electric 
to provide power is higher during 
these times because of the additional 
demand for electricity.

By shifting some of your energy use 
to hours when demand is lower, also 
known as off-peak hours, you can help 
Lincoln Electric save money on our 
wholesale power bill, which can help 

keep rates lower for our community. 
Here are a few easy ways you can 

shift energy use to off-peak hours:
• Adjust your thermostat. During 

summer months, raise the thermostat 
a few degrees during peak hours. In 
the winter, lower it a few degrees 

during peak hours. Even better, use 
a programmable thermostat so you 
don’t have to remember to make the 
changes.

• Wash full loads of clothes in cold 
water and use your dryer during 
off-peak hours. Many newer washing 
machines have features for delayed 
wash cycles or app-enabled controls.

• Run the dishwasher right before 
you go to bed or schedule it for the 
middle of the day, and choose the 
air-dry option instead of using the 
heated dry cycle. 

• Turn off lights and electronics 
when not in use. (Try to make this a 
daily habit, whether during peak or 
off-peak hours.)

• There are many ways to save 
energy and money by making a few 
minor adjustments to your daily 
routine. We’re here to help. Contact us 
at 406-889-3301 if you have questions 
about your energy bill. 

For additional energy-saving tips, 
please visit energy.gov.  Try to wash full loads of clothes in cold water during off-peak hours, rather than peak hours. 

| PHOTO BY SCOTT VAN OSDOL

Adjust your thermostat to save energy. During summer months, raise the thermostat a few 
degrees during peak hours. In the winter, lower it a few degrees during peak hours. | PHOTO 
BY SCOTT VAN OSDOL 


